Doede Residence (Miller House) – Wausau, Wisconsin

History

The property at 1314 Grand Avenue in Wausau, Wisconsin is a historic Queen Ann styled home that was built by John Drisko in 1894 for his wife and family. During the summer of that year Mr. Drisko suffered heat stroke and it was said he wasn’t quite the same after his recovery. Some days later Drisko went to the barn at the rear of the property and hung himself there. After his death his wife Carrie hired a contractor to have the house finished. She then sold the house to Judge Henry Miller in 1898. Henry died in 1920 and his wife followed in 1924. The Miller family then sold the home to the John Sell family. They resided in the home until the 1950’s. During the 1960’s into the 1970’s it was believed to be used as a boarding house. By the late 1970’s the home had become derelict and was slated to be demolished. 
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MILLER HOUSE AFTER COMPLETION IN 1894
Thankfully it was saved from the wrecking ball and purchased by Natural Concepts. The house was then moved in 1982 from its original site about 350 feet south to its current location. The house was then used as a business venue until 2014 when it once again became vacant. The current owner Adam Doede recently purchased it and is in the midst of renovating it back to its earlier glory.

Paranormal Activity Reported
The family has experienced the following activity since taking ownership of the property in 2018. 
Tear drop shaped light seen in the house that moved across the room and then disappeared.
When the house was used as a business, items would often go missing. When employees would ask for the items to be returned they would be found at another location in the house.
Cold spots or cold areas felt when activity occurs.
Dark shadow seen that appears to be lower to the ground, usually seen near the family’s dog.
Sound of someone working in an adjacent room when no one is present in that room.
Footsteps heard from the upstairs area when no one is in the upstairs area.
Often the sounds of a door being opened in an unoccupied room can be heard. Upon checking the room no door has been found to be moved from its original position.
The family dog has been seen playing with an unseen presence in a particular upstairs room nearer the staircase.
Sometimes a strong feeling of a presence is felt.
Investigation
Blaschka, Williams, Duginski, von Gnechten, Beaudry and Syring arrived at the property on November 16, 2019 at 5:00PM. We met with the clients and they gave us a walk-through of the home while explaining the activity they have experienced. After the tour of the home our team split up to place our equipment for the evening.  I opted in this particular case to have the home owners and their pet stay in the house with us on this first visit to their home. I felt that the owners may be helpful in our attempt to communicate with the unseen entities that reside within the home. Also, the family dog has reacted to something unseen on many occasions and it was my hope that the dog could be observed if this was to occur during our investigation. 
We decided to use (5) DVR zero lux cameras during this investigation. The following cameras were placed accordingly.
Camera #1 – Placed facing the front door entry way area.
Camera #2 – Placed facing the living room area.
Camera #3 – Placed in the upstairs room where the dog has been seen playing on its own. The room is known to us as the “dog room.”
Camera #4 – Placed in the master bedroom.
Camera #5 – Placed in the 2nd floor hallway facing the “dog room”.
We conducted several EVP sessions on both the first and second floors of the home. Some of those sessions included the home owners participating with us. During those sessions some minimal results were achieved. Three separate audio recordings were captured during the living room sessions. What was captured is most likely speech but is so faint that it is unintelligible. Another audio recording was captured in the “dog room” where an unrecognizable male voice is heard saying “Kristin”. It seemed to be answering a question that was asked by a group member during the session. It was also in this room around the time of the captured audio that investigator Syring saw a red spot of light appear on the wall for just a few seconds and then disappeared.
Base line readings were obtained of the entire house. Temperature readings and energy levels were all within a normal range with no anomalous unexplainable spikes in the magnet field. 
On two separate occasions during the evening investigators Syring and Blaschka noticed the movement of a curtain at the midway section of the main staircase. Upon inspection we found no draft from the window and no heat vents nearby that could have caused this. 
Upon review of nearly 100 infrared photographs nothing paranormal could be detected. Review of the DVR footage did not show any signs of paranormal activity.  
   
Conclusion

In closing we did not capture a great deal of what could be considered paranormal activity. The movement of the curtain, the captured EVP evidence and the experiences that the clients have had seems to point to the fact that the homeowners are most likely experiencing paranormal activity. Further investigation of the site would be needed to draw a better conclusion as to who may be haunting this residence. 
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